
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 5 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 
CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590 

MAR 26 2010 

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Anchor Metal Finishing 

 
 

 

RE: Anchor Metal Finishing Site 
Schiller Park, Illinois 
General Notice of Potential Liability 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

EPA Region 5 Records Ctr. 
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REPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF: 

SE-51 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) has documented the 
release or threat of release of hazardous substances, pollutants and contaminants into the 
environment from the above-referenced facility, and is planning to spend public funds to 
investigate and control these releases. This action will be taken by U.S. EPA pursuant to the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. §§9601-
9675, as amended (CERCLA), unless U.S. EPA determines that such action will be done 
properly by a responsible party or parties. Responsible parties under CERCLA include the 
current and former owners and operators of the facility, persons who generated the hazardous 
substances, and persons who were involved in. the transport, treatment, or disposal of the 
hazardous substances at the facility. Under Section 107(a) ofCERCLA, where U.S. EPA uses 
public funds towards the cleanup of the hazardous substances, responsible parties are liable for 
all costs associated with the removal or remedial action and all other necessary costs incurred in 
cleaning up the facility, including investigation, planning, and enforcement costs. 

U.S. EPA is currently planning to conduct the following actions at the above-referenced 
facility: 

i) Prepare a work plan that includes tasks and a time line for the activities as well as a site 
Health and Safety Plan addressing continuous monitoring of airborne contaminants and 
dust control measures and a Site Emergency Contingency Plan; 
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ii) Develop and implement a Site Security Plan; 

iii) Inventory and perform hazard characterization on all substances contained in containers, 
drums, vats, sweepings, unknown materials, and tanks; 

iv) Dismantle and decontaminate process equipment, tanks/vats, associated piping, and 
building components associated with the product process area, as necessary; 

v) ·Consolidate and package all hazardous substances, pollutants and contaminants for 
transportation and off-site disposal; 

vi) Investigate the potential for soil and building wall/floor contamination on the Property; 

vii) Excavate and dispose of significantly contaminated soil; 

viii) Backfill the excavated areas with clean material and topsoil. Restore and vegetate to 
prevent soil erosion; 

ix) Properly address any additional hazardous waste and/or materials identified during the 
removal action. 

x) Transport and dispose of all characterized or identified hazardous substances, pollutants, 
wastes, or contaminants that pose a substantial threat of release at a RCRNCERCLA
approved disposal facility in accordance with U.S. EPA's Off-Site Rule (40 CFR § 
300.440); and 

xi) Take any other response actions to address any release or threatened release of a 
hazardous substance, pollutant or c:ontaminant that the EPA OSC determines may pose an 
imminent and substantial endangerment to the public health or the environment. 

U.S. EPA has received information that you may have owned or operated the facility or 
generated or transported hazardous substances that were disposed of at the facility. By this 
letter, U.S. EPA notifies you of your potential liability with regard to this matter and encourages 
you, as a potentially responsible party, to agree to reimburse U.S. EPA for costs incurred to date 
and to voluntarily perform or finance the response activities which U.S. EPA has determined or 
will determine are required at the facility. U.S. EPA is willing to discuss with you the entry of 
an appropriate administrative consent order under which you would perform or finance response 
activities and reimburse U.S. EPA for its costs. If a consent order cannot be promptly concluded, 
U.S. EPA may issue a unilateral order under Section 106 ofCERCLA, requiring you to perform 
specified work. Under Sections 106 and 107 of CERCLA, you may be liable for reimbursement 
of U.S. EPA's costs, for statutory penalties, and for treble damages for noncompliance with such 
an order. If you are a qualified small business, enclosed is an U.S. EPA Small Business 
Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act information sheet which may be helpful if you are subject 
to an U.S. EPA enforcement action. 
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Because of the conditions described above, U.S. EPA believes that response activities at 
the Site must be initiated as quickly as possible. Therefore, U.S. EPA does not intend to utilize 
the special notice procedures available under Section. 122( e) of CERCLA. 

As a potentially responsible party, you should notify U.S. EPA in writing within seven 
(7) days of receipt of this letter of your willingness to perform or finance the activities described 
above and to reimburse U.S. EPA for its costs. Your response should be sent to: 

Valerie Mullins 
U.S. EPA- Region 5 
Emergency Enforcement & Support Section SE-5J 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60604-3590 

If U.S. EPA does not receive a timely response, U.S. EPA will assume that you do not 
wish to negotiate a resolution of your potential responsibility in connection with the facility and 
that you have declined any involvement in performing the response activities. 

Your response should indicate the appropriate name, address, and telephone number for 
further contact with you. If you are already involved in discussions with State or local 
authorities or involved in a lawsuit regarding this facility, you may continue such activities as 
you see fit. This letter is not intended to advise you or direct you presently to restrict or 
discontinue any such activities already underway; however, you are advised to report the status 
of those discussions or actions in your response to this letter and to provide a copy of your 
response to any other parties involved in those discussions or actions. 

If you need further information regarding this letter, you may contact Maria Gonzalez of 
the U.S. EPA Office of Regional Counsel at (312) 886-6630. 

Due to the nature of the problem at this facility and the attendant legal ramifications, 
U.S. EPA strongly encourages you to submit a written response within the time frame specified 
herein. We hope you will give this matter your immediate attention. 

Encl: (SBREF A information sheet) 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Charles M. Gebien, Chief 
Emergency Response Branch 
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Elite Sewer 
9355 Bernice Ave., 
Schiller Park, IL 60176 

 
 

  

Royal Metal Finishers 
P.O. Box 2054 
Schiller Park, IL 60176-0054 
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u. s. EPA Small Buslnas Resources 

I f you own a small business, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) offers 
a variety of compliance assistance resources·su~ as wo..XShops, training se::l5ions, hotJines, 

websites, and guides to assist you in compiyingwith fEtderal and state environmental laws. These 
resources can help you understand yourenvironrn8ntal-.obllgations. improve compliance, and fli1d cost
effective Ways to comply through the use of pollution p~entfon and other innovative technologies. 

Compliance Aahl~• Centera 
(www.~net). 
In partnership With Industry. unMnitlee, and Olherfec!eral 
and slat8 8g!ilndes. EPi\ hae establlabed ~
Assistance Centars·lhat provide ltlftlliiJBib I targeted to 
industries wilh many small buslnesaea. 

Agriculture 
(www.epa.gov/agrtaJIIure or 1..aa&-683-2155) 

Automotlw RecyciJng lnduatry 
(www.ecarcenter.org) · 

Automotive SeMce and ~ 
(www.ccar-graenllnk.otg 01' 1·888-GRH-l.INK) 

Chemlcallndustly 
(www.chemalllanca.org) 

Construction Industry 
(www.clcac8nter.org or 1-734--995-4911) 

Education 
(www.campuaerc.org.) 

HeaJthcln Industry 
(www.heicentar.org or 1,734-995-4911) 

,.,..., Flnhlhl .. 
('NWW.rlmfrc.org Of 1-734-9954911) 

Patnt. and eoat~np·. 
(www.palnk:enlilr.Q,o. or 1-734-995-4911 } 

Prtntld Wfrfng Boatd. Martufacturlng 
(www.pwbre;otfl or 1a734-995-4911) 

Prtntlng 
(www.pneac.org or 1-88&-USPNEAC) 

TnutapOt'tlitloR lnduatry 
( ......... ~) 
Trlblif GGWrns••• lind -lndiM Country 
(www;epa.govlfrfbaUcoinpllance 01' 202--664a2516) 

us 8'orcter ErrvfioorlrMnta ..... 
(WWW.I:xlrdereaiiB~ ot 1,734-995-4911) 

EPAw.et'lalt .. 
EPA·~as 88'/eraflntemet sites that prqvide .llfM.dld compl).. 
ance asslstanailnfOrination and mat8FiatSf6i•sm&lt 
buslriesaea. If you don't have acc:eaa to th8.tnt8met at 
yOUr bualriesa, many public Ubrari8a prOVtdtt access to the 
Internet at minimal ar no cost. 

EPA._ Home Pap 
~ 

Sllllilt Buslnea CJaliloMiy 
www.epa.~-

Compi~ AMJstanc:e Hom4iJ Page 
'NWW.'epa.gcwtampllaiiC8IuaiataiQ 

Offk:a of Enforcement and Compliance Aaauranc:e 
www.epa.gavlcornplla1ce 

Voluntary Partnenhlp Programe 
www.epa.gov/plmers 

http://www.assistaflG8C8ntBrsinet
http://www.apa.gov/agrlculturv
http://www.ecarcenter.ors
http://www.ccar-greenlMc.o(g
http://www.chemalllanc8.org
http://www.dcacent8r.org
http://www.campuserc.org
http://www.harcentar.otig
http://www.nmfrcorg
http://www.paJn(osnter.or9
http://www.pwbre.org
http://www.pnea0.0r9
http://www.bordercentar.org
http://www.en/ffa%7ck.o%3eg%5etetiBtboiiiArideauiHi)'%5e
http://wwMep8.gov/BtnalKxjalness
http://www.epa.goM/comptlanca/a8sistanoe
http://www.epa.gov!teompllanoa
http://www.epagoWjnrtierB


U.S. EPA SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES 

Hotline~ Helplln- &:Clearinghouses 
(www~ep&gov/epahOmelhOtllne.htm) 
EPA sponsoni many he hottln .. :and clearinghouses that 
provide ccinvenient assistance regarding environmental 
requirements. A few examples are listed below: 

Clean Air Technology Center 
(www.epa.govlttnlcatc or 1-919-541.:.0800) 

Emergency Planning and Community Rlght-TcH(now Act 
(www.epa.gov/superfundlraaourcter/epa'a.htm or 
1-a00-424-9346) 

EPA's Small Bualneaa Ombudaman Hotline provides 
regulatory and technical assistance Information. 
(www.epa.gov/sbo or 1-800-368-5888) 

The National Environmental Compliance .Aaalatanca 
Clearinghouse provides quick ac:Cela to compliance assis
tance tools, contacts, and planned activities from the U.S. 
EPA, states, and other compliance aaalatance providers 
(www.epa.gov/clearlnghousa) 

National Response Center to report oil and hazardous. 
substance spills. 
(www.nrc.usc:g.mH or 1-800-424-8802) 

Pollution Prnentlon Information ClaartnghouM 
(www.epa.gov/opptlntr/pplc or 1-202-568-0799) 

Safe Drinking Watar Hotline 
(www.epa.goy/safewaterlhotllnaflndex.html or 1-&l0-426-4791) 

Stratoaphenc Ozone Refl1geranta Information 
(www.epa.gay/ozone or 1~296-1998) 

Toxfc8 Aulatanc. lnfonftatlon Serlfce also lndudes asbestos 
inqulrlea. 
(1-202-554-1404) 

Wetlands Helpline 
(www.epa.gov/owowlwetlandslwetllne.html or 1-800-832-7828) 

State Agencies 
Many state agencies have established compliance assl• 
lance programs tha1 provide on-site and other types Of 
assistance. Contact your local state environmental agency 
for more Information or the foReWing two resources: 

EPA's Small Bualn ... Ombudsman 
(www.epa.govJsbo or 1-800-368-5888) 

sman Business Envlronmantal Homepaa
{www.smallblz-envlroweb.org or 1-n4-452-4722) 

Compliance Incentives 
EPA provides incentives for environmental compliance. By 
partlclpath'IQ In compliance assistance programs or 
voluntarily diSClosing and prompUy correcting violations 
before an enforcement action has been initiated, 

~may be eUgible for penally waivers orradudfons. 
EPA has tWo policies that potentf81fy apply to smaU ; 
b~ 

The Sinall Bualnen Compliance Polley 
('N'Iiw.epa.gov/compllancellncenttveslsmallbuslnesa) 

Audit Polley 
(www.epa.gov/compllancaflncenttvealaudltlng) 

Commenting on Federal Enlorce~ent 
Actlona and Compliance Actlvltl .. 
The Small Business Regulatory E.nfoR:ernent F~ Act 
(SBREFA)establlshedan SBAOmbudsman and 1QJRegional 
Fairness Boards to receive comments from small buSinesses 
about federal agency enfon:emant adiOns. If you·belleve that 
you fall within the Small Busltlesa Admlni&U&tion's definition 
of a~ business (based on your North Amerfcan (ndustry 
Classlftcatlon System (NAICS) designatkln, numberlof 
emplOyees, or annual receipts, defined at 13 C.F.R.121.201; 
in moSt casae. thiS means a business with 500 or~ 
emplOyees), and wish to comment on federal enfafajlment 
and compliance activities. cal the SBREFA Om~n·s 
tol~free number at 1~AJR (1-88&-734-324~ 

EverysmaH business that Is the subject of an entof"cement 
or compliance action is entitled to comment on thtl 
Agency's actions without fear of retaliaUon. EPA · 
emptoyeea are prohibited from using enfOrcement~ any 
other means of retalleUon against any member of ftte 
regul~ed community in response to comments m~etJnder 
SBREFA , 

Your Duty to Comply 
If you receive compliance assistance or submit comments 
to theSBREFA Ombudsman or Regional Faimesa Boards, 
you still have the duty to comply with the law, Including 
providing timely responses to EPA Information req\lests. 
admlnlstiative or civil complaints, other enforcement 
actiOM or communications. The assistance information 
and comment processes do not giVe you anY new lights or 
defenaesln any enforcement action. These ~sea 
also dO not affect EPA's obligation to protect pubucr health 
or the 'environment under any of the environmental ~tutas 
it enfon:es, including the right to take emergency ~adlal 
or am8rgency response actions when appropriate. jlhose 
decisions will be based on the facts in each situation. The 
SBREFA Ombudsman and Fairness Boards do nol 
participate in resolving EPA's enforcement actions Also, 
remember that to preserve your rights, you need tO comply 
with au rules governing the enforcement process. : 

EPA Is disseminating this information to you 
without making a determination that your buS/ness 
01 organization Is a smaU bua(ness as deflntld by 
Set:tkm 222 of the Sma/lllu.lneu. RegultJtwy 
Ehtotr:ement Fa/mesa Act« related~ 

http://www.epaugov/epahoine/hotline.htm
http://www.epa.gov/ttn/catc
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/rBsource8/ifi1bcenter/epcrB.htm
http://www.epa.gov/sbo
http://www.epa.gov/ciearlnghou8e
http://www.nrc.uscgjnH
http://www.epa.gov/opptintr/ppie
http://www.spa.gov/safewatM/hotline/lndex.html
http://www.spa.gov/ozone
http://www.epa.gov/owow/wetiands/wetllne.html
http://www.epa.gov/sfao
http://www.smallbtz-enviroweb.org
http://www.epa.gov/compllance/lnc8ntlves/8mallbuslness



